


1
00:00:11,629 --> 00:00:12,780
My name is Tommy Thompson.

2

00:00:12,780 --> 00:00:16,430

I’'m a systems engineer, here at Marshall
Space Flight Center.

3
00:00:16,430 --> 00:00:20,830
I work in EV73, Systems Test and Verification.

4
00:00:20,830 --> 00:00:28,410

| believe it's important that we look at

the African American History Month and think

5

00:00:28,410 --> 00:00:34,180

about all of the contributions that African
Americans have made, to not only the United

6
00:00:34,180 --> 00:00:35,520
States, but to the world.

7
00:00:35,520 --> 00:00:39,980

We're talking about a month, but we're
really talking about a lifetime.

8

00:00:39,980 --> 00:00:43,920

My motivation to work at NASA was basically
a dream.

9

00:00:43,920 --> 00:00:49,650

In the past ten years, I've worked on the
Thin Disc Laser, I've worked on ECLSS

10
00:00:49,650 --> 00:00:52,020
I've worked on RATT.

11

00:00:52,020 --> 00:00:59,040

The Robotics Automated Target Transporter
was a lidar sensor that was in a 1000-foot



12
00:00:59,040 --> 00:01:03,689
tunnel and we used that for sensor testing.

13

00:01:03,689 --> 00:01:08,970

That tunnel is one of the tunnels that was
used back in the Apollo days.

14

00:01:08,970 --> 00:01:14,189

One of the things that we have here at Marshall
Space Flight Center, we have an array of vacuum

15
00:01:14,189 --> 00:01:15,829
chambers.

16

00:01:15,829 --> 00:01:22,360

When your qualifying test articles, you go
extreme conditions because your looking for

17

00:01:22,360 --> 00:01:29,159

those critical temperatures because you really
want to know how this piece of equipment will

18

00:01:29,159 --> 00:01:32,810
withstand the rigor that you're gong to
put it through.

19

00:01:32,810 --> 00:01:38,659

One of the influences of my life was my cousin,
who was a physics major.

20
00:01:38,659 --> 00:01:41,790
My mom and dad didn’t go to college.

21

00:01:41,790 --> 00:01:46,789

But they thought it was essential, it was
vital, it was very important for me.

22
00:01:46,789 --> 00:01:55,880



My advice to the younger generation, study
as much science and math as you can.

23

00:01:55,880 --> 00:01:59,509

Physics is something that you have to deal
with in everyday life.

24
00:01:59,509 --> 00:02:02,380
Math is something that you can’t avoid.

25

00:02:02,380 --> 00:02:06,960

If somebody tells you, “Don’t worry about
this, take the easiest course that you can

26

00:02:06,960 --> 00:02:11,180
take,” they’re not really doing you a
favor.

27

00:02:11,180 --> 00:02:18,840

I mean, | work with people of all races and
you find out everybody has a struggle.



